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Wool Parish Council 

Partial Review Recommendations  

To Purbeck District Council 

Paper Author Parish Councillor   David Way 

Introduction 

In response to a request from Purbeck District Council for each Parish and Town Council to 

contribute to the Partial Review currently taking place, the council believes a constructive response 

is required so that it can be a part of plans for the future and not have external pressure and 

direction to build forced upon the Parish. Wool Parish Council formed a working group to consider 

the following points: 

1. Parish requirements for infrastructure should development be planned 

2. Suitable sites for development 

3. The scale or size of any possible development 

4. Unsuitable sites for development 

5. Possible sites not considered by PDC 

The working group and the Parish council noted that this review will take Purbeck up to 2031 and 

that in planning terms it will not be long before further requests for development will be needed. So 

any development now should be accompanied with infrastructure improvements that would put 

Wool in a better position by 2031. The working group made the following recommendations which 

were approved by the Parish Council at a full council meeting held on Monday 19th October 2015.  

1. Infrastructure 

1.1 The parish council recognises that if there is to be any further development in the 

Parish of Wool it must come with significant infrastructure plans to prevent the 

villages of Wool and East Burton becoming even more congested than they already 

are.  

1.2 The village of Wool has grown with the bulk of its services i.e. schools, transport, 

shops and leisure amenities to the east of the village in or close to the conservation 

area. The last significant development, Purbeck Gate was built to the west of Wool 

village with no additional infrastructure and so has added to the pressure already on 

the existing infrastructure to the east of the village. There MUST BE A MASTERPLAN. 

1.3 A bypass MUST be built to alleviate congestion at the level crossing, relieve through 

traffic from the village to enable residents of any new development uncongested 

roads to access the facilities in the village and make the village safer. A variant on 

the routes of a bypass has been suggested. (Appendix A) 

1.4 Current congestion is added to be the recent changes to the way the level crossings 

in the Parish are now controlled and there has been an increase to the congestion 
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within the Parish as a direct result.  Any development must include work on how the 

crossings will work. 

1.5 All of the utilities in the village such as water, sewage, electric and gas are straining 

and any further development must be accompanied by work to reduce that strain in 

line with any further development. 

1.6 Any further development must be accompanied by a new school in the Parish. 

1.7 The Parish has put a list of infrastructure items it believes it will need this list is not 

exhaustive and includes: 

1.7.1 New sports facilities 

1.7.2 The Wool village hall needs a complete refurbishment and modernisation 

1.7.3 Decent skate and play parks across the parish 

1.7.4 Better/increased shopping facilities and not all in the east of Wool 

1.7.5 Better more frequent bus services in and around the villages 

1.7.6 Employment opportunities in Dorset Green and possibly elsewhere in the 

parish 

1.7.7 Cycle ways – Footpaths linking Wool to Bovington-Monkey World   and 

neighbouring villages 

1.7.8 A sizeable residential / care home or retirement settlement to allow current 

residents who want to sell their homes but not leave the village to downsize 

and be helped to stay in the village. 

 

2. Suitable sites for development 

2.1 The Council based on the comments and suggestions of the councillors has listed 

and recommended the following sites identified on the Partial Review maps as 

being: 

 

Option 1 Preferred Option 

a. 6/27/0249 Limited numbers of houses 

b. 6/27/0246 From the original parish plan 

c. 6/27/0248 This site could be kept for green/sports field if development takes 

place around it 

d. 6/27/0242 

e. 6/27/1309 Possible site for a new school 

f. 6/26/0435 Dorset Green this could be developed in tandem with small business 

development and employment opportunities.  

Option 2 the Least Preferred Option 

Site 6/27/0241 and then with only a limited number of houses restricted to the 

north east corner of the plot. 

 

As shown on the maps on page 6

G
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2.2 Site 6/27/0546 has been discounted as the land owner has not been approached 

and the land is not up for development at this time. 

 

3. The scale or size of any possible development 

Councillors offered a range of suggestions and the working group agreed that unless 

the Parish engaged in a constructive way and made a reasonable suggestion on 

numbers any response suggesting only a small development would be discounted by 

PDC. The council agreed that provided plans for infrastructure development went 

hand in hand as part of any build that the Parish could contribute sites to 

accommodate up to 500 houses to the West of Wool including development at 

Dorset Green. This number does not include the potential sites not already included 

in the Partial Review plan suggested by the Parish Councillors. 

4. Unsuitable sites for development 

4.1 The working group agreed that no further development in the centre or east of 

Wool should take place. 

4.2 Although site 6/27/0241 is our least preferred option it is the belief that the whole 

site would not be suitable for development and only limited development to the 

north east corner should be permitted. This site also includes a scheduled ancient 

monument 

4.3 Site 6/27/0546 has been discounted as the land owner has not been approached 

and the land is not up for development at this time. 

 

5. Possible sites not considered by PDC 

5.1 The working group following suggestions from the council members would like to 

suggest to PDC that the following sites be considered for possible development. 

 

5.2 Bovington Middle School Site  

5.2.1 The middle school site is no longer a school, DCC has attempted to use it for 

other purposes but has indicated that the site is to close in the near future. 

The site lies within the 400m buffer zone for heathland. 

5.2.2 There is a general feeling that this site could be used for development for 

housing. To get to the heathland from the school you would have to cross 

over 400m of private property housing, roads and fences so there is belief 

within the council that this should be challenged as the site is surrounded by 

housing, military land and bounded to its east and south by roads so would 

make a good site for development. 

5.2.3 The Cologne Road area in Bovington is isolated and any measure to develop  
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it as a sustainable community should be supported. This should include the 

now redundant school site, which although in linear terms is within the 

heathland exclusion zone, is not in practical terms (i.e. where a person, not a 

crow, would access the heath) 

 5.3 MOD Land 

5.3.1 The MOD should be approached to look at land in Bovington which is under 

used that could be developed e.g. the land to the south of Bovington Lane 

opposite the Tank Museum and the Bovington Middle School Playing Fields. 

(See Appendix B) 

 5.4 Seven Stars 

5.4.1 The owner of the Seven Stars Pub is interested in putting forward his land 

for development. The Parish Council suggests the Planning team at PDC 

approach the owner to discuss this option. 

6. Recommendation  

6.1 Wool Parish Council recommends that Purbeck District Council notes this 

report as part of its Partial Review and should further development within 

Wool Parish be required that it gives due consideration the following: 

6.2 The list of sites given within Option 1 at point 2.1 of this document but must 

be accompanied by infrastructure development as well. 

6.3 That Wool Parish Council believes that with a plan for infrastructure to run 

parallel with any further development the village could accommodate up to 

500 dwellings over a phased period of development. 

6.4 The council asks that further consideration be given to the sites the parish 

council has suggested  at point 5 could be included for development that are 

not as yet part of the Partial Review Plan. 

6.5 The council requests that Purbeck District Council tests with Natural England 

the need to enforce the 400 metre buffer zone in relation to the potential to 

develop the former Bovington Middle School site in light of the comments 

from the parish council in points 5.2.2 and 5.2.3 

6.5 The council also asks that consideration be given to the points raised about 

the sites that it believes should not be developed or if are to be developed 

are restricted in their scale of development, at points 2.1 Option 2 Least 

Preferred Site and at points 4.1 to 4.3 
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Appendix A 

This map includes ideas for a bypass route and some suggested sites for development although the report needs to be read for a full list of sites suggested 

by the Parish Council 
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Appendix B 

This land is currently let to a tenant farmer for grazing it is part of the MOD training area and is under used by the military 

 




